

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Notice of Allowability 


09/496,405 


UCHIKAWA, M1CHIAKI 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Timothy J. Henn 


2622 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Regarding 
claims 1-7 and 9-20, the prior art does not teach a system or method comprising: 
reading original image data in a compressed format from an interchangeable recording 
medium; comparing a size of the original image data and a display size corresponding 
to a display device; converting the original image data into display image data according 
to the following: decreasing the size of the original image data when the original image 
data exceeds the display size or increasing the size of the original image data when the 
original image data is smaller than the display size; recording the original image data 
onto a first recording medium in a compressed format and if the original image data is 
converted into display image data recording the display image data in the first recording 
medium in a compressed format wherein the display includes a display memory and at 
least one of the original image data and the display image data is transferred from the 
first recording medium to the display memory before displaying and wherein f the 
original image data is converted into the display image data, the original image data is 
in an expanded format when the conversion is performed. 

While it is known in the prior art to convert image data into display sized image 
data (see for example, Anderson, US 6,137,534; Sato, US 6,335,760), the claimed 
combination is not taught or suggested. Sato teaches comparing an image size to a 
display size and converting the image if necessary (Figure 14A) but does not disclose 
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storing the created display sized image data. Anderson discloses the creation of a 
screennail image which is the same size as the display device and is stored along with 
original image data (c. 6, II. 15-25), but does not disclose the creation of the screennail 
image from compressed image data. Anderson further does not disclose increasing the 
image data to display sized image data if the image data is smaller than the display and 
instead only teaches the creation of the screennail image if the image data can be 
rapidly provided to the LCD screen suggesting that the creation of a screennail image 
would not be necessary if the original image data is smaller than the LCD display. 
Haneda (US 6,016,184) teaches the creation of thumbnail images from compressed 
image data as part of an image filing system, but does not compare the size of the 
image data to a display size to determine if the creation of the thumbnail images are 
necessary. While these references disclose parts of the claimed invention separately, 
the examiner agrees with the Applicant that there is not sufficient disclose or motivation 
in the references to render the claimed invention obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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